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The Chou dynasty maintained its prestige and
integrity for about three centuries. It has left to
posterity certain significant legacies. A few may be
mentioned : the germ of a well-worked out system of
government, which served as a model for succeeding
dynasties; some fundamental economic and social
institutions and basic rules of propriety, which were
later embodied in the Chou Li (The Rites of Chou} and
Ti Li (Ceremonial Customs); cultural relics, mostly bronze
vessels, which reveal in part the literature, art, life,
and customs of its time of prosperity; a body of litera-
ture now found in the Skirt Ching, Shu Ching, and Ti
Ching (Book of Changes]. Despite occasional oppression
there prevailed during the Ghou times a sense of
freedom not always precedented in human history.
Said the Duke of Shao to Lin Wang (878-842 B. a),
the 10th king of the Chou dynasty:
cclt is more dangerous to shut the people's mouths
than to block the waters of a river. To block the
progress of a river means to force it to expand and
thus do more harm than if it has been allowed to take
its natural course.
The Son of Heaven knows how to govern when
all officials and scholars are free to make verses, the
blind bards to sing their ballads, the historians to
keep their records, the ministers of music to
give their advice, the hundred artisans and all people
to speak of anything___"
Indeed the soul of the Chinese people found a
readier and fuller utterance in odes and ballads.
They sang them with the accompaniments of flute or
string instruments. Their singing has been a power-
ful influence for good and their voice could not be
silenced. The advice of the Duke of Shao, quoted
above, brings out the spirit and the sense of free-
dom with which the verses of the times were per-
meated.